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Pilot
Information

If you're a pilot flying in and
out of Minneapolis-St. Paul
International (MSP) you are
most likely aware of the noise
issue at this major metropoli-
tan airport.

Over the years, the Metropolitan Airports Com-
mission (MAC) has implemented a world class
noise program that is looked upon as one of
the industry’s leaders among the nation’s air-
ports. The accomplishments of the MAC Noise
Program are vast and have been recognized
around the world. Some of these accomplish-

ments include:

-Installation of an Airport Noise and Opera-
tions Monitoring System that includes 39 per-

manent noise monitors.

-Implementation of a Part 150 program in
1987, with updates in 1992 and 2004.

-Sound mitigation of 7,690 homes, 69 multi-
family buildings, 17 schools and acquisition of

410 homes at a total cost of $338 million.

-Creation of the Noise Oversight Committee, a
noise advisory group to the MAC comprised of
representatives from the airport’s users and

from the cities surrounding the airport.

-Development of several operational proce-
dures (e.g. Eagan/Mendota Heights Corridor,
Noise Abatement Departure Profiles, Runway
Use System) to help minimize noise impacts

on the surrounding communities.

To continue the tradition of environmental
excellence at MSP, the MAC needs the help
of pilots to ensure that we are doing every-
thing possible to help minimize noise impacts

on the surrounding communities.

MAC Noise Abatement Programs
Operational Procedures

Noise Abatement Departure Profiles

NADP’s were designed to reduce noise expo-
sure for residents living close to the airport
(within 3.5 miles/close-in procedure) or fur-
ther out (beyond 3.5 miles/distant procedure)

from the airport.

The MAC has designated the distant proce-
dure off all MSP runways (04,22,30L/R,12L/R,
17). The Distant NADP, sometimes referred to
as the “Standard” procedure is designed to
benefit residents further from the airport

(beyond 3.5 miles).

All pilots are asked to consult their aircraft’'s
operating handbook/flight manual to fly the
company specified Distant NADP.

HOW PILOTS CAN HELP WITH NADPs

Follow your aircraft operating handbook/flight
manual to ensure proper implementation of
the Distant Procedure. Fly the procedure ac-
cording to your manuals each and every time

you depart MSP.




Eagan/Mendota Heights Departure
Corridor

The area immediately southeast of MSP
beyond the Minnesota River has been pur-
posely developed as commercial/industrial.
This provides a unique opportunity to help
minimize noise impact to nearby residents

by over-flying this corridor.
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Whenever possible, Air Traffic Control will
direct departing aircraft to utilize Runways
12L and 12R so that they will over-fly the
corridor. To keep jet aircraft within the
corridor boundaries ATC will assign corri-
dor headings depending on which runway
the aircraft will be departing from. The cor-
ridor headings for jet aircraft are inclusive
of 090 degrees, 105 degrees and 120 de-
grees. A wind corrected heading may also
be assigned. Turboprop aircraft will be as-
signed a non-corridor heading so that the
corridor does not become congested and
can be used for jet aircraft departures.

HOW PILOTS CAN HELP WITH THE
CORRIDOR

Compliance with the corridor is largely de-
pendent on ATC and their ability to assign a
corridor heading and/or a wind corrected
heading. Pilots can anticipate a corridor
heading and a wind corrected heading and
should precisely follow assigned headings. By
precisely following assigned headings, a
greater percentage of jet operations will re-
main within the corridor boundaries and re-

duce noise impact on nearby communities.

Runway 17 Turbojet Departure
Procedure

The MAC anticipates to open Runway 17/35
in October 2005. This 8,000 ft. runway will
add an additional 25 percent capacity at
MSP. The success of this runway procedure
and the success of future development pro-
jects at the airport is largely dependent on
minimizing noise impacts from operations on

this runway to the greatest extent possible.

To help make the runway a success, MAC
gained approval for an innovative procedure
off Runway 17 that will help reduce noise im-
pacts to residents in close proximity to the

departure end.

The procedure, identified as the “Runway 17
Turbojet Departure Procedure” can be found
by pilots on all of the MSP SIDs (Standard
Instrument Departure). Instructions are speci-
fied in the “Departure Route Description” sec-
tion under RWY 17 TURBOJET DEPARTURE.

The procedure instructs pilots to initiate
their westbound turns after passing the
MSP VOR 3.0 NM DME fix. After reaching
the DME fix, pilots will turn onto their initial
assigned heading, which will be inclusive

of 171 degrees to 285 degrees.

HOW PILOTS CAN HELP WITH THE
RUNWAY 17 TURBOJET DEPAR-
TURE PROCEDURE

Familiarize yourself with the Runway 17
Turbojet DP. Monitor the 3.0 NM DME fix
and precisely fly to that point. For proper
compliance with this departure proce-
dure do not initiate any turn until you
are over the 3.0 NM DME fix.

The Runway 17 Turbojet DP (3.0 NM DME
fix) is the primary procedure off of Runway
17. However, during low-demand time peri-
ods pilots may receive instructions to per-
form a different procedure such as the
Runway 17 River Published Departure Pro-
cedure or the Runway 17 River Departure
Heading.

Successful implementation of these proce-
dures will help to reduce residential noise

impacts from Runway 17 departures.
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...the Metropolitan Airports Commis-
sion thanks you for your professional-
ism in helping us make MSP one of the
most environmentally friendly airports
in the nation...

As we continue to move toward the
next generation in aviation, the ability
to implement new and innovative envi-
ronmental procedures will become in-

creasingly imperative.

For aviation to continue to be success-
ful in the Twin Cities and throughout
the state of Minnesota, the MAC will
need to continue to foster and build co-
operative relationships with the com-
munities surrounding the airport, the

users of the airport and of course....

you the pilots.




